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upon the students not to neglect the advan-
tages which their own society held out.

It was then moved, seconded, and carried
by acclamation,
" That the sincere thanks of this society

be most respectfully presented to the profes-
sors of the medical department, who, in the I
kindest and most effectual manner, have
secured its prosperity by presiding in rota-
tion at its weekly meetings, and that they be
earnestly requested to continue towards it
the same countenance and support."
Thanks were then voted to the late secre-

tary and treasurer (Messrs. Inman and
Johnson) ; to the vice-presidents, Mr. Bow-
man and Mr. Simon, and to Dr. Miller ; y
when, after other business, the society pro-
ceeded to the election of new members.

Twenty-three names were added to the lists.
Thanks were voted to the Chairman, who,

in reply, congratulated the society on its

prosperity, observing that the number of new
members elected was considerably larger
than at a first meeting in any former year.

LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY, Oct. 17th and
24th.&mdash;We have in type a report of a debate
on the Causes and Nature of Intlammation,
which has occupied the members of this
society, and excited great attention from

overflowing audiences, during the two last
evenings of meeting, but cannot find room for
its insertion until next week, having delayed
the first half until the whole could appear at
the conclusion of the discussion.

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION,
Exeter Hall, Oct. 25.

ARRANGEMENTS were this evening made
for holding the anniversary meeting at the
British Coffee-house, Cockspur-street, on

Tuesday, the 8th of November next. Letters
were read from Mr. J. H. Nankivel, and
other gentlemen, on the present aspect of
medical politics.
*" In the advertised list of those mem-

bers of the association who are eligible as
councillors for the ensuing year, the name of
Mr. Liston was inadvertentlv inserted in
stead of Dr. Lynch, who, together with
Messrs. Bottomley, Neville, and Toovey
(of Croydon), and Mr. Lloyd Pinching (of
Walthamstow), are eligible for the council 
iu the ensuing year. 

.

OPERATIONS AT KING’S COLLEGE
HOSPITAL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;"Chirurgus" m THE LANCET for
October 15th, did not show his wisdom by
drawing conclusions from. cases which were
not yet finished. On the 17th I saw the two

cases, which are the objects of his criticism.
The man, the subject of lithotrity, is in ex&middot;
cellent health, and since his return from the
country has undergone a further operation.
He expresses himself as being relieved to a
degree that he could not have expected ; his
life is now one of comfort, whilst previously
to his first coming to town he was worn down
by suftbring. There is every prospect of a
complete cure. So much for this" unfortu-
nate case." In the second case, Chirur-
gus" seems to forget that the uterus is pro-
lapsed ; yet with that unfavourable circum-
stance the woman is improving, has more
power over the bladder, and is most grateful
for the relief which has been afforded her
from the excruciating agony she suffered
from the calculus. She has retained her

, water on one occasion for two hours since
the operation.

I may just state, for the purpose of calming
the fears and soothing the fine feelings of
" Chirurgus," that the dilatation, which oc-
cupied upwards of two hours, was effected

with little pain, and without the expressionof a sign. A s to the natural dilatation of the
urethra recommended by him, according to
my reading and experience such a process
is quite a novelty. I was not aware that
Mr. Fergusson had ever decried lithotrity.
Neither in his "Practical Surgery," just
published, nor in his lecture in THE LANCET
on the subject, do I find the statement borne
out, in any way, that is made by Chirur-
gus," who may probably be aware that in-
continence of urine follows slow as well as

rapid dilatation. I am, Sir, yours, &c.
THE REPORTER.

October 18, 1842.

THE KINNERTON-STREET
SCHOOL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;As you have inserted some commu-
nications disparaging to the Kinnerton-street
School of Anatomy, your known impartiality
will, 1 am sure, make you open your columns
to a reply.
As a Kinnerton-street pupil of three

years’ standing, I feel myself bound to notice
the letter of a "Student" in 3 our last num-

ber. It is pretty clear to me that your two

correspondents on the subject are one per-
son, a stale trick for making that appear a

! general sentiment which is confined to two

or three ill-natured and discontented indivi-duals. That the three prosecturs are an ab-
surdity I deny. As one of the dissectors
who are said by your veracious contributor
to be making a clatter, I confess my gratifi-
cation and advantage from the arrangement.
The "Student," good soul, would like, no
doubt, no questions asked, nor informatioa
given, while he is pursuing his profound
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reveries. The prosectors attend at differ-
ent hours, so that there is always one, and
rarely more than one, in the room at a time.
How, then, can they interfere with one an-

other ? This is expressly stated in the pro-
spectus. I am sure that the attentions of
Mr. Spitta, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Candy,
give satisfaction to all but this wretched

student, whose meditations are so cruelly
disturbed. The curator is admonished for
not having two ideas in his head at the same
time, but he has the advantage of the " Stu-
dent," who, I am certain, never has one.
The attack on Mr. James Johnson is

grossly unfair. That gentleman is accused 
of not 11 eloquently teaching physiology," 
but rigmaroling and using vulgar expres-
sions. I do not know what the student’s
ideas of eloquence and physiology are, but
to my mind, and I know I express the coiii-
mon opinion, Mr. Johnson is one of the most
eloquent lecturers I ever heard ; his language
is generally elegant and classical, and some-
times rises into the highest eloquence. He

possesses remarkably the power of carrying
his audience along with him. You might B
oftfu hear a pin drop while he is speakmg,
and we do not see at his lectures the yawns
and recumbent heads so plentiful at those of
his colleagues. As for his physiology, de-
lightful as it is, he sometimes gives too much Iof it, certainly twice as much as Mr. Tatum. i.
Undoubtedly, in the demonstrative part, Mr.
Johnson has interspersed the processes and 

Iforamina of the bones, &c., with jokes, which
are always good natured, and often capital.
His manner is lively, and he seems to have
a stock of animal spirits, which sometimes,
I think, carry him too far. It is easy to

pick out a phrase, garble it a little, and,
putting it alone, make it look ridiculous or

incorrect. But, for my part, I conceive I

gain more by being kept awake with a little
pleasantry on a dull subject, than by being
sent to sleep by a prosy harangue.

This is only bare justice to Mr. James
Johnson. A principal reason of my " enter-
ing" to the school was delight at his lectures,
and if they were withdrawn, I am sure the
schoo! would fall oif. It certainly, in spite
of your honest correspondent, is not falling off
at present, for the entries this yearare higher
than ever.

There is a point on which I cannot hold
Mr. James Johnson blameless. Why did
he suffer himself to be advertised as demon-
strator when he does not demonstrate ? This
is not right. Your correspondent is in rap-
tures with Mr. Henry Charles Johnson’s de-
monstrations. I confess I am not partial to
his" damnabie iteration," nor to his unhappy
knack of calling things by their wrong
names. I have known him all through a de-
monstration call a scapula, calcaneum, to the
great amusement of the old students, and i

woful perplexity of the young ones. Either I
Mr. James Johnson should demonstrate, or I

should have his name erased as demonstra-
tor. He is a very accomplished gentleman,
and a very honourable one, and he cannot
fail to see that this is a fraud upon the pupils.
I am, Sir, yours, &c.

A PUPIL OF KINNERTON-STREET, AND
AN ENEMY TO MISREPRESENTATION.

October 23, 1842.

GUY’S HOSPITAL

To the Editor.-Sir, The physicians and
surgeons of this institution 

" walk the hospi-
tals," both of them, at one o’clock, and great
confusion is necessarily occasioned by so

many pupils meeting in one ward, distract-
ing their attention, and alarming the patients.
If the physicians would go round at one

hour, and the surgeons at another, every stu-
dent would have the opportunity of seeing
the daily treatment of both medical and sur-
gical cases, whereas, under the present sys-
tem, it is impossible. To effect this, I sug-
gest that a board, with the hours exhibited
at which the physicians and surgeons go
round, should be placed in a conspicuous
spot, and that they go round punctually at
the hours specified, those hours being not
identical. As a student, I feel confident that
if this suggestion was adopted, Guy’s Hos-
pital, with its existing advantages, would
stand at the head of the London schools. I

am, Sir, yours, &c.
GUYENSIS.

Library, Guy’s Hospital,
Oct. 24, 1842.

SOIREE AT ST. THOMAS’S
HOSPITAL.

ON Friday evening, the 21st inst., a 11 mi-
croscopic entertainment, announced as the first
for the session, was given in the great hall of
this hospital. The business of the evening
was opened by an address from Mr. Grain-
ger, lecturer on physiology in the school of
the hospital, on the amount of our knowledge
on organic structure as developed by re- Y
search with the microscope, reviewing
briefly, the more important and recent contri-
butions with which the Germans have en-
larged our knowledge of organisation. Those
of Schleiden and Schwann, on the relations
of the cytoblast and cells in the production of
all forms and varieties of organic structure,
and the identity which their labours have
proved to exist between the laws that regu-
late these primordial forms of living matter
in the animal and vegetable kingdoms, were
mentioned as the highest in tatue of any
with which the domain of physiology had
been widened in modern times. In connec-
tion with the subject of nucleated cells, a
high eulogium was passed on the recent in.
vestigations of Dr. Barry into those changes


